HMerolnascs COBOKYMHOCTb PECYPCOB HHHOBAUMOHHOTO NOTEHLIAA ONPEIRIIAET BOIMOXK-
HOCTH Byaymero ero paspuTHa: Gyay4u nepepaboTansl B 1HHHOBANHOHHOM npoliecce, oHit obecne-
YKBAIOT MO;IyYeHHE HEOOGXOIMMOro WHHOBaLHMOHHOro npoaykTa. Koweunble pe3yiabTaTs Takoh
JIeATEIBHOCTH B ONPEIENEHHOM CMBICITE CTAHOBATCH MCXOAHBIM PECYPCOM CeYIOHIEro HHHOBA-
IIHOHHOTO Npoliecca. B HHHOBALIMOHHOM [IMKIIE NO;IyMEHHBIE KOHEYHBIE PE3Y/IbTaThl TAKXKe MOI'yT
6LITh PACCMOTPEHbI B KAYECTBE PECYPCOB HHHOBAIKOHHOTO NMOTEHIIHATA.

TakuM 06pa3oM, HHHOBAINTOHHKIH MOTEHIIMAN PErMOHAILHOH CTy*KOhl 3aHATOCTH Haceie-
HHUS NPeIONpe1eIseTcs ee CnocodHOCTLIO B YCIOBHAX CYIIECTBYIOUIErO pecypcHoro obecneyenus
€031a8aTh HOBLIECTBA H YPDHCKTHBHO aKKYMY.IMPOBATh YIIPABIEHYECKHE PECYPCH! B PAMKAX HHHO-

BallHOHHOIO ITpouecca.
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BJIHAHHE AINTOMEPALIMOHNBIX TTPOLIECCOB HA IMHAMHKY
COLMAJIbHO-5KOHOMUYECKOI'O PA3BUTIHA PEFHOHA
(Hccnenosanne nopaepxano rpantom PIH®. [poekr Ne 13-32-01208)

C.H. Pacmeopuesa, E.3. Koauunckan
2 Beacopoo, o. Canxkm-Ilemepbype, Poccus

AFJIOMEPALIMOHHBIC HPOLECCHI. HECOMHEHHO, OKA3bIBAIOT 3HAYKTE;IbHOC BIMAHHE HA COLHM-
ATbHO-)KOHOMHYCCKOE Pa3BUTIIC peruona. B 3apybexwoil jkonomuueckoii Jnreparype MoOxiio
BCTPCTHTB PAJ HCCTTCAOBAHIH, OOBACHAIONUIX TaKOE BAWAHHE TEOPCTHUECKH, MO0 OLCHMBaA Cro
KOMTHHYECTBEHHO C UCTIOJb30BAHHEM CTATIICTHYCCKUX METO;10B. BakkHO OTMETHTh, YTO SMNMpHe-
CKHE HCCIIEI0BAHUA B AAHHOIT 00:1aCTH 4aCTO HANPABIICHBI HA BLISBAECHHE BILHAHHA AINIOMEPALMOH-
HOTO MpoLecca Ha KaKylo-TO OIHY CTOPOHY COLHAIbHO-IKOHOMHKUECKOTO PAa3BHTIIA.

Lleabio 1aHHOM CTaTbs ABNACTCH BhIABJIEHHE OCHOBHBIX (JAKTOPOB BIHAHHSA arJOMEPalHON-
HBIX 1POLECCOB HA JIMHAMHKY COLIMAIILHO-IKOHOMUUYECKOrO Pa3BUTHA pervona i (GopMHposaHne
610ka pekoMeHAaLnii NO CTUMYJIHPOBAHUIO NPOLCCCa KOHUEHTPALITH JKOHOMHYCCKOH aKTHBHOCTH
B PErHOHe.

PaccMOTpUM BiIMAHME arOMEPAlMOHHBIX NPOLIECCOB HA JIMHAMHKY HEKOTOPHIX 1OKa3ate-
Jieii perHonansHoro paseiTus. B nepsyio ouepeib, NPOHCXOMAIKE B PEIHOHE NPOUCCChl KOHUEH-
TPaLHH aKTHBHOCTH YCKOPSIOT TEMMbI DKOHOMKHUECKoro pocta. Tak. npit Hcc1e10Banuy ar;ioMepa-
I{HOHHBIX MPOLECCOB B Yran;1e 6bL10 BRIABIEHO. YTO TPAHCMIOPTHRIH KOPHAOP, coeanHsIonHit 6e1-
Hble ceBepHbIE PErHOHBE ¢ BLICTPO PACTYINHUM FOIOM. MPEACTABIACT HPEALIbHBIE BHINObI ANs ce-
BCPHbIX JOMOXO3MMCTB, TAK KAK CCBEPHbLIC NIPOH3BOAMTEN Orpalinienhl Hi3koil dddekTHBHOCTbIO.
HHBECTHLIMH B 10XKHBIE PETHOHDI, HAMPABICHHBIC HA HCIOIB30BAHHE ATIOMEPAIHOHNBIX YddeKToB,
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YCKOPSAIOT POCT HALUMOHAILHOW YKOHOMHKH, HO HE3HAYHTENBbHO OTPAXKAKOTCA Ha 6.1aroCoCTOSHHH
APYTHX PETHOHOB M3-3a €1abbIX CBA3eil M HEOOIbIINX MUFPALLIOHHEIX dddekToB [1].

ArJIOMEPALIHOHHBIE MPOLECCH ARTAOTCA BKHOM MPEUIOCHUIKOA U L1 pocTa HPPeKTHBHOCTH
B R&D-cexrope B Cilyuae HCCiIe10BaHHH, OPMEHTHPOBAHHbIX Ha PhIHOK (Edison-type), B TO BPEM#, KaK
MEApPErHOHANbHbIE Hay4Hble CBSA3M onpeleittor R&D-npon3BoanTeabHOCTE B CEKTOPE HAYKOEMKHMX
uccaenosanmit (Pasteur-type). JlokasaHo, 4T0 B SKOHOMMKE 3HAHHMIL, B OTJIYHME OT TPAIMIMOHHBIX
chep, Npouecchl KOHUEHTPALHH H ME/KPETHOHAIbHBIE CBA3H HE ABIAIOTCA HHM 3aMEHMTEAAMH, HH J0-
NO/HEHMEM, 2 PAGOTAIOT HA PAXTHUHBIX STANAX MPOLECCA IPOH3BOICTEA 3HAHHI .

JIHCKyCCHS O HA/IMYMH B3aHMOCBA3H MEXY arj0MEPallMOHHBIMH NIPOLECCAMH H IKOHOMM-
YeCKMM POCTOM BEAETCH cpaBHUTENbHO AaBHO. Tak, B paborte P. Jlykaca (Lucas, 1988 [3]) aoxasbl-
BAETCA, YTO TOJABLKO 00a ITHX (PaKTOPa NMPHUBOJAAT K BO3PACTAIOUIEH (MM MOCTOAHHOH) oTaade OT
MacluTaba, HO BO MHOIMX CIIYHasX ar;IOMEPAUHOHHBIE CHIIbI CTAHOBATCA HCTOYHHKOM BO3PAaCTaio-
e 0TAayM, KOTOpas CTUMY:IHpyeT pocT. B csoeit paGote I1. Kpyrman (Krugman, 1997 [4]) uc-
CHEAYET B3aUMOACHCTBHE PAZA FKOHOMHYECKHMX CHJ H NPHUXOIMT K BbIBOAY O HEOOXOAHMOCTH pa3-
paborkn obwero HayyHoro 6asica, KOTOpbIH BiIH04An Obl B cebd Kak NPOCTPAHCTBEHHBIE, TaK H
BPECMEHHBIE H3IMEPEHHA.

JlHHaMHKa pacnpeaecHUs IKOHOMUYECKOA aKTHBHOCTH B NIPOCTPAHCTBE aHAJIM3UPYETCH ¢
MCNOTb30BAHHEM OCHOBHbIX TpeX noaxoxoB. [lepeas rpynna mo:aeneii — 370 paciuMpeHHbIE MOAETH
HOBO{i 3kOHOMHYeCKO# reorpadun. OHU PacCMaTPHBAIOT HEOOMBINOE YHCIO PErHOHOB (YacTo BCe-
ro Ba). ArioMepaly BO3SHUKAIOT MO BO3ACIICTBUEM ACHEXKHBIX SKCTCPHATHIT uepe3 H3MEHEHHE
yposHsa 3apaGoTHO#H wiatsl (P.Krugman, 1991 [5]). YyeT auHaMHKH B JaHHBIX MOIEAAX MPOUCXO-
IMT MyTeM BKIIOYEHUS MHHOBALMH B NpojiykToBoe xayectso { Grossman and Helpman, 1991 [6-8]).
3aech MOXKHO rOBOPUTL O HATHYHH LEROrO PAla HacTHBIX CrneuHQpMKalUMH, HEKOTOpblE M3 HHX
BKJIIOYAIOT HAKOIUIGHHE KanMTaja MaW ApyrHe ¢opsmbt uHHOBawid. P. boaayun u II. Maptun
(Baldwin and Martin, 2004 [9]) noauyepkHBalOT BO3ZMOXHOCTbL KAaTaCTPOQHUYECKUX arjioMepauui
KaK CKOIUIEHHE (PaKTOPOB NPOH3BOACTBA B OHOM PETHOHE.

Takum 06pa3oM, Mbl MOXKEM CKa3aTh, YTO arJOMEPALHOHHEIC MIPOLECCH U HHHOBALIMH — 3TO
NOAAEPKUBAIOLME APYr APYra CHIlbl, CO3JAIONINE MOJIOCA POCTa U HABBIKOB. BO3HMKHOBEHHE pe-
THOHA/IBHBIX AMCTIPONOPLIHH CONpoBOXKIaeTcA Goee ObICTPhIM COBOKYMHBIM POCTOM Y NOBbILLIEHH-
em G1arococTosHus Bo Beex pernoHax (Baldwin and Martin, 2004 [9]; Fujita and Thisse, 2002 [10};
Baldwin et al., 2001 [11]).

COBOKYNHOCTb JaHHBIX MOJE:CH pacluipaeT NOHUMaHHe OOUIMX CW, BbI3bIBAIOLIMX arnio-
MEPALIMOHHBIE MTPOLECCHI 1 JKOHOMHYECKHH pocT. OHAKO HANHYHE 3HAYHTEILHOTO YUCIIA OTPaH M-
4EHMIT CTAHOBHTCSA MX HeZOCTAaTKOM. Tak Kak MOJETH MMEIOT Ae70 ¢ HeGOABIIMM YHCIOM pero-
HOB, 3TO YCOKHAET 3a1a4y KOHOMETPHYECKOrO TECTHPOBaHUA. OHH HAMIAAHO MOKa3bIBAIOT He-
PaBEHCTBO JABYX PEMOHOB, HO HE PACCMATPHBAIOT CHTYALHIO C HEPAPXHYECKHM THIIOM arioMepa-
uuii. HeoqHOKpaTHble NONBITKE PACLIMPHTL JAHHBIE MOJEH 10 HECKONBKHX PETHOHOB NPHBOIIIN
K HapyLIEHHIO MX aHANMTHYECKOH TpakTyeMocTH. TakiM o6pa3oM, HX HCMOIb30BaHHE MOAE3HO
NPH aHATHTHYECKON padoTe, HO HE 1A IMITHPUHECKHMX HCCIICN0BAHHH.

Bropas rpynna Mozeseii Hanpas;icHa Ha OOLACHEHHE PachpeeieHHs FOPOAOB N0 paMepy.
Ilpu 3TOM MoaesIpyeTCs CKOpee NPOCTPAHCTBO BHYTPH TOPONIOB, YEM PAaciiolOKEHHE ropolaos B
npoctpancTse. B padore [, Biska u k. Xenaepcona (Black and Henderson, 1999 [12]) Bospac-
Tawas oraaya B HOpME IKCTEPHAIMH CMOCOOCTBYET BOZHMKHOBEHHIO H Pa3BHTHIO TOPOAOB H
TNpeanonaraeT BO3PacTAOLIYI0 OTAa4y Ha arperHpoBaHHOM ypoBHe. OTCI0Aa arnoMmepalHOHHbIH
npouecc NPUBOAMT K B3PLIBHOMY pocTy. B oTanulie oT 61oka Moaeieit, 3TM TEOPHH UMEIOT Tpe-
MMYILECTBOM TOYHOE MOIETMPOBAHIE Pa3MeLleHHA TOpOJOB. JTO MPOHCXOIHT 33 CHET «HEPHOro
ALMKa» arji0MepauuoHHOro dexra B GopMe NpoH3BOACTBEHHONR IKCTEPHAIHH.

BHyTpH BTOpOTro HanmpasjeHHs KIIOYEBLIM 3E€MEHTOM CBA3H MEXKIY NPOLECCOM IHHAMHY-
HOTO POCTa TOPOjI0B M HabM01aeMbIM PAcnPe IC/ICHHEM OPOIOB N0 pa3Mepy ABIAETCA pacnpeae-
nenue K. a6 (X. Gabaix. 1999 [13]). OHo nokasbiaer, 4to 3akoH 3unga 114 ropoaos: pacnpe-

! Mo Marepiiaiam anatsa peainsaunn Lllectoli pamounofi nporpammul B pernonax Esponsi [2].
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neseHHe npHOMIDKaeTcs K pacnpeneienuio flapero ¢ koapduunentom 1 1 MoxkeT GbiTh cMOAENH-
POBaHO. a 3HAUHT, MPOABIECHHE POCTa FOPOOB HE 3ABHCUT OT MacuTaba.

Crnienys K. I'a63. MHorne pabotel GbLH MocTpoeHbl Ha 3ToM 6a3zoBoM noHumanuu. Jx. Dk-
xoyT {Eeckhout, 2004), HanpuMep, NPELTOKUT NPOCTYIO MOMETL, B KOTOPOH ropoaa pacTyT NoA
BIMAHHEM MOTYYEHUS HE3ABMCHMBIX OT MaciuTada HIOKOB, M HCIIOIB30BAJl LIEHTPAIbHYIO NPene/b-
nyio Teopemy (Central Limit Theorem) a:1s Toro, 40651 NOKa3aTh, 4TO Pe3yAbTaThl PacnpeeIeHHs
ropoz0B ecTh HOpMaIbHbIH sToraphdm [14].

K. T'a63 1 JDX. DKXOYT TeMIMb1 POCTa rOPOI0B MOCTYIUPOBAITH, TO ECTh. OHH HE Mpeanaranu
3KOHOMHYECKYIO TEOPHIO i1 OOBACHEHHS mpoliccca UX pocta. Cienyioluee nokonaeHne Moaenei
BO BTOpOif rpynne u30aBiseTCs OT 3TOTO HEJIOCTaTKA. YCMELIHO YCTaHABIMBAsA CBA3b MEXIY 3KO-
HOMHYECKHMMH XapaKTEPHCTHKAMH, KOTOpbIE OMpPEAEIAIOT NMPOLECC POCTa H IKOHOMHUECKOH ario-
mepawii B ropoaax. Tak. I'. iopauton (Duranton. 2007) paccMaTpuBaeT npolecc pocTa uepes
HPOMBIIINIEHHYIO MOOKIBHOCTS MEXy FOPOAaMH KaK Pe3ynbTaT MHHOBALMil B OTAC/IBHBIX CEKTO-
pax [15). E. Poccu-Xanc6Gepr u M. Paiit (Rossi-Hansberg and Wright. 2007) Taioke npeacrasasior
POCT HEKOTOPBIX TOPOIOB KaK PE3Y/bTAT PETYMPOBAHUS WX ONTHUMANbHbIX pa3zmepos [16]. Heko-
TOpble paGoThl paccMaTPHBAIM OOPaTHBIE CBA3H MEAKIY POCTOM H arfOMCPALMOHHBIM TIPOLIECCOM.
Oprannsauus 5KOHOMHYECKOH aKTUBHOCTH B rOpOJax NPHBOAMT K arperipoBaHHOM MOCTOAHHOM
or1a4e ot MacuiTaba, KoTopas He0GX0aIHMa 1 CO31aHHs COATaHCHPOBAHHOTO POCTA.

OCHOBHBIM HEAOCTATKOM 3TOro 610Ka HCCACAOBAHMH MBI MOXEM HAa3BaTb OTCYTCTBHE reo-
rpadun. [lpeanonaraercs. Y10 NPOU3BOACTBO HMEET MECTO B OTIPEACIEHHBIX TOPOAAX, HO 3TH ro-
poaa He YNOpANOYeHbl B POCTPAHCTBE, He ONpeac;eHbl Kakne-mbo cef3u Mexkay HuMH. [opona
4acTO PacCMATPHBAIOTCA KaK €IHHMLIBI, TIPOI3BOACTBO B KOTOPBIX YK€ OpraHW3oBaHHO. BHyTpeu-
HAASl CTPYKTYPa rOpPOOB MHOIAa MOIEIHPYETCS KaK TEPPUTOPHA ¢ 3eMiel (Kak daxktop npoussoa-
CTBa) M areHTaMmi, CTATKHBAIOIIHMHCA C TPAHCTIOPTHBEIMH W/MIH KOMMYHHKALMOHHBIMH Pacxona-
M. [Ipu 3TOM reorpadus MoaenMpyeTcs TONLKO B NpeAeaax ropoaa. B atom niaxe nanusie Moze-
AW HE MPEICTABNAIOT JMHAMHYECKUE NPOCTPAHCTBEHHLIE TCOPHH, KOTOPbIE MOXHO Obio Obl CO-
NOCTaBHTE HabTIOAaEMOMY pacripe/ie;IeHHIO IKOHOMHYECKOH aAKTHBHOCTH B PETHOHE.

Tak kak pa3BHTHE MpPOLIECCA KOHUEHTPAUUM B TOM Wi HHOM PETrHOHE NMPUBOAMT K YCHIle-
HHK0 MEXPETHOHAIbHOTO HEPABEHCTBA, TO MPOBOAMMAsR BIACTAMH IKOHOMUUECKAS MONHTHKA YacTo
HanpaB:IseTCA Ha COKpAIUCHHE TAaKOro HEPaBCHCTBA BCEMM NOCTYNHbIMU criocobamu. Tem ne me-
Hee, B NIOC/EIHHE TO/1bl AAHHbIA NOCTyNaT Obll NTOCTABNEH [0 COMHEHHE, @ B HEKOTOPBIX CiIyyasnx
OblIO @Ke N0KA3aHO. YTO TOJHTHKA COKPALUEHUA MeXpernoHanbHoli audpdepeHunanny moxer
MIPHBECTH K CHIKEHHIO SKOHOMITYEeCKOH J(pdexkTuBHOCTH HA oOuieHaLUHOHATLHOM ypoBHe (Martin,
2008 [17]: World Bank's World Development Report, 2009 [18]).

ApryMeHTbl 0 MPEHMYILECTBAX MPOCTPAHCTBEHHOI arsoMepauiiy i1 ypOaHH3aluH 1S CTH-
MYNMPOBAHHA IKOHOMHHECKOTO POCTA, HHHOBALMH H I(PGHEKTHBHOCTH MOKHO HaliTH B paboTax He-
koTopelx ydeHbix (Henderson, 2003 [19], 2005 [20]: Baldwin and Martin, 2004 [9]; Glaeser, 2008
[213; Florida. 2009 [22]). Maes o ToM, ¥TO arloMepanHOHHbLIA MPOLECC MOXET Crnoco6CTBOBaTH
POCTY HAUIMOHATLHOH 3KOHOMHKH, ABJIAETCA KIOHMEBOH B MOI0XECHHAX HOBOH IKOHOMHUECKON reo-
rpaun (Baldwin et al., 2003 [23]).

P51 paboT. KOTOpble paccMaTpHBAaIOT B KOHTEKCTE arjiOMEpalHOHHOIO MPOLECca HAI0ro-
BYI0 KOHKYPEHLHIO. 0003Ha4al0T BO3MOKHOCTb TOTO, YTO MPaBUTEILCTBA CTPAH (PErHOHOB), Iae
CKOHIICHTPHPOBAaHA IKOHOMHYECKAs aKTHBHOCTb, MOTYT 00:10KHTb (HpMblI GoJlee BBICOKHM Haslo-
roM (TaK Ha3bIBaeMOH, arioMepaliMOHHO# peHTOH) [24).

Ha Ga3e nposeneHHOro Mcci1en0BaHiA Mbl MOKEM CHOPMY;IHPOBATL HEKOTOPLIE PEKOMEH-
71aLIMH, KOTOPBIE Lie1ec000pa3HO Pasie/iMTh Ha JBE KATErOPHH:

- MEpBI, CMOCOOCTBYIOLIME PA3BUTHIO LIEHTPOCTPEMHTETBHBIX CHIT B PETIIOHE;

— MEPbl, CMATHAOILIHME H OTOABHIAIOINME ACHCTBHE LIEHTPOOEKHBIX CILT.

K nepBoii kaTeropum msl 0THECEM caeayouHe *:

2 o
3:1eck Mbt He GyaeM NOIpOGHO OCTAHABIHBATLCA Ha CIIOcO6aX pealIaliti IPELTOAEHHIX HanpasaeHuii. ORn
J0CTATOYHO UIMPOKO NPEICTAB/ICHb! U B OTEYECTBEHHOH, H B 3apyOeXHOI TitTepatype
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~ Mepbl, HaNPaB1eHHbIE HA CHHMXEHHE TPAHCMOPTHLIX H3depkeK (MHQPacTPYKTYpHbIE, HH-
CTHTYUHOHATbHbIE, CHHAKCHHE TOProBbix 6apbepoB, HalaKWBaHHE MEXKPCTHOHAIbHBIX MapTHEp-
CKHX CBA3€H H T.I.);

— CO3aHHE YC/IOBHiA 51 Pa3BHTHA MO;IHOrO NPOH3BOCTBEHHOIO UHKIA HA TEPPHTOPHH pe-
THOHA NPH HAINHYHH NPHPO:IHLIX PECYPCOB;

— B C/ly4ae NPHUIPaHHYHOIO NMOJOKEHHS PeritoHa (JIMO0 HATHYHA KPYHHBIX TPAHCTOPTHBINX
Y310B) HCMO/b30BAHHE 1aHHOTO KOHKYPEHTHOTO NpPEHMYLIECTBA NS NPHBICHEHHS IKOHOMHYE-
CKOii aKTHBHOCTH B PETHOH;

- cnocodCTBOBaHHE Pa3BUTHIO B3aHMOCBSA3aHHLIX BI10B MPOMbIILIEHHOTO NMPOH3BOICTBA B
perHoHe (aasxe 1% KOHKYPHPYIOWHX MexKay coboit koMnanuit). co3nanue 61aronpUATHLIX HHCTH-
TYUHOHAIbHBIX H HHOPACTPYKTYPHBIX YCAOBHH L1 BOSHKKHOBEHUA B PETHOHE K1aCTepoB:

— NOBCEMECTHOS CTHMYJIHPOBAHWE HHHOBALMOHHOI H HAaY$YHO-UCCICAOBATEAbLCKOR 1ef-
TENLHOCTH B PETHOHE Kak Haubonee BaxkHOro ¢axTopa pocTa KOHUEHTPALHH IKOHOMHMECKOH aK-
THBHOCTH.

C ueibio Npe10TBpPALLEHHS NIPOLECCa PACCEHBAHHA IKOHOMHUYECKOH aKTHBHOCTH H3 PerHOHA
Heo0X0HMO PeryspHO NPOBOINTbL MOHHTOPHHI PAJa NOKa3aTc/iei B CPaBHEHHH € aHAIOTHYHBIMH
NOKA3aTe;IAMK COCEAHHX PErHOHOB:

— POCT CTOMMOCTH KH3HH;

- POCT CTOMMOCTH BeACHUA Oi3Heca;

— POCT CTOHMOCTH HEABHAHMOCTH H 3€MESTbHBIX PECYPCOB B PETHOHE.

Heo5x0:111MO KOHTPONHPOBATh 2.I€MEHTHI «TIEPEHACHILIEHHOCTH» PETHOHA: JKOIOTHYECKOE
COCTOSHHE, TUIOTHOCTh aBTOMOGHIILHOTO ABHXKEHHS, NPELTOKEHHE YCIYT COUHATLHOTO XapaKTepa
H T.N. BaxHO NOHHMATh, YTO MNpPOLECC KOHUCHTPALMH CKIOHEH HMETb MECTO B PETHOHAX ¢
OONbIIMM DBIHKOM, C/IEAOBATENbHO, Pa3HHLUA B CTOMMOCTH NPOMBILLICHHOTO MPOH3BOACTBA 101K~
Ha KOPPEKTHPOBATHCA HE TO/IbKO Ha BEIHYIHY TPAHCNOPTHLIX PACXON0B, HO M HA EMKOCTb PbIHKA.
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RENEWABLE ENERGY TENDENCIES IN DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING COUTRIES

L.L. Avidzba, N.A. Grineva
Belgorod, Russia

Among the dramatic events that shaped the world in recent years was the devastating impact
of the earthquake and tsunami that hit Japan in March 2013. The crisis at the Fukushima nuclear
power plant transformed the public perception of national energy systems globally. Additionally.
events in North Africa and the Middle East have increased tensions in oil markets and intensified
price volatility.

Observable trends of climate change (global warming, air quality. and the impact of disas-
ters) continue to cause serious concerns worldwide.

These tends force the participants of energy market sector and national governments to look
for alter energy resources, being less harmful for the environment and more effective for the devel-
opment of the international economic society.

A majority of experts consider that the optimal decision for these problems can be provided
by intensive development of renewable energy resources, what cause dramatical increase of interest
to renewable energy nowadays.

Renewable energy sources (RES) refer to energy resources which are naturally replenished:
wind, solar, hydro-power, biomass, geothermal energy, ocean energy.

The economics of renewable energy are generally not competitive, as production costs per
unit of energy are usually higher than for fossil fuels.

The only financially valid way to compare the costs of different sources of energy produc-
tion is to calculate the per kilowatt-hour (kWh) cost (1):

Construction cost per kWh + Production Costs per kWh + Decommissioning Costs per kWh
(Nuclear onlv) = Total Cost per kWh (1)

The main cost components of energy are construction costs and production costs, for nuclear
energy you must also add the per kWh decommissioning cost.

The figure below compares total costs of electricity production per kWh from different
energy sources.

Hydroelectric is the most cost effective at $0.03 per kWh. Nuclear and coal are tied at $0.04
per kWh. This comes as a bit of a surprise because coal is typically regarded as the cheapest form of
energy production. Another surprise is that wind power ($0.08 per kWh) came in slightly cheaper
than natural gas ($0.10 per kWh). Solar power was by far the most expensive at $0.22 per kWh.
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